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Brief bio:
►

Liz Johnson

►

She, her, hers

►

University of Missouri, Kansas City, 11 years and counting

►

Originally from: Northern California

►

I like to cook, travel and read

►

I have one dog and too many cats.

What is a Read-In?
►

The AARI was founded by Dr. Jerrie Cobb Scott, a member of the
Black Caucus of the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE).
The Caucus proposed the event in late 1989, and the first offering of
the AARI took place during Black History Month of 1990.[1]

►

The African American Read-In (AARI) is an annual celebration of
African American literature and literacy. Attendees are welcome to
be listeners as participants read excepts from poetry, speeches,
stories, and other works of literature created by African American
authors and artists. [2]

►

[1] “National African American Read-In.” Get Involved, National Council of Teachers of English,
https://ncte.org/get-involved/african-american-read-in/.

►

[2] African American Read-in 2021, UMKC University Libraries, 19 Jan. 2021,
https://library.umkc.edu/equity/african-american-read-in-2021/.

The African
American
Read-In at UMKC
►

First African American
Read-In (AARI) held at
UMKC in 2009

►

Committee member
for last 10 years,
co-chair for last 6
years

►

All are welcome as
either a reader or a
listener

The African American Read-In
►

The AARI was an in-person event through 2020 because - you guessed it COVID!

►

Event held virtually 2021 and 2022

The African
American
Read-In as
inspiration
After many enjoyable years of
co-chairing the AARI, I had
the idea to create a similar
event for the LGBTQIA+
community.

I struggled with how to create an event that was similar to the AARI,
but not the same.
For awhile. Two years, to be exact!
And then it hit me – the format of the AARI was perfect, why not
follow something that works so well.
Stop thinking about it and just do it!
I sent an email out to 5 colleagues.
I thought I would eventually hear back from one or two.
All 5 emailed back almost immediately saying that it was a great
idea, and they were on board!

Big shoes to fill, it took a lot of steps
►

The newly formed team met

►

We formulated a plan

►

Agreed on an event name

►

Picked a date

►

Talked with our outreach & engagement team to promote the
event and run the live event

►

And finally – we pitched it to the library deans!

June 14, 2021,
the first
Rainbow
Read-In was
held virtually.
►

11 presenters

►

40 people in
attendance

2021 program

2022 program

June 14, 2022,
the second
annual
Rainbow
Read-In was
held
►

10 presenters

►

60 people in
attendance

What kind of
feedback
did we get
2021

I’ve attended the African American Read- In since the
beginning. These hosts just know how to bring
organization, grace and openness to the events!

I hope this program becomes a regular event
sponsored by the library.

Lovely diversity in the program, and honest
vulnerability. I got chills, I cried, and it was wonderful.

What kind of
feedback
did we get
2022

There is great complexity in this literature. This was
presented in a powerful and thought-provoking way.
Extremely well organized.

That it is a mix of original works and works by others.
Also, that it seems like a safe space.

I can’t say enough about how wonderful it was to
attend the event. It gave me so much inspiration and
joy! Some of the original works that folks shared of their
poetry just moved me so much. Thank you for doing
this! What a gift for pride month!

Ideas & themes that really stood out
Diverse voices
Powerful and thought provoking

Supportive environment

Joyful and moving

Safe space

Welcoming environment
Thought provoking &
moving experience

Sense of community &
sharing

What did people read?

Teamwork makes the dream work
2021 Committee:
Liz Johnson
Tracy Bass
Tracey Hughes
Anthony Rogers
Garth Tardy
Emily Reeb

2022 Committee:
Liz Johnson
Tracey Hughes
Garth Tardy
Emily Reeb
Lynn Gullickson Spencer

If you build it, they will come

Questions?
►

Question 1. The theme of this presentation is movie/television
related; the baseball theme is secondary.

►

What other questions do you have?

Contact Information
►

Liz Johnson

►

johnsoneliz@umkc.edu

